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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 10672 
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EO 11652: GDS 
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SUBJ: ENROLLMENT OF US CITIZENS IN ITALIAN UNIVERSITIES 

REF: ROME 10664 

1 . AT FRENCH EMBASSY DINNER JUNE 28, AMBASSADOR TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF AFTER-DINNER CONVERSATION WITH EDUCATION MINISTER 
MALFATTI AND PM'S DIPLOMATIC COUNSELOR LA ROCCA TO RAISE ISSUE 
OF NEW FOREIGN STUDENT BAN FOR ITALIAN UNIVERSITIES. AMBASSADOR 
MADE POINTS CONTAINED PARA. 7 REFTEL, EMPHASIZING PARTICULARLY 
UNFORTUNATE FALLOUT- IN TERMS OF PUBLIC REACTION, CONGRESSIONAL 
INTEREST-THAT MIGHT OCCUR FROM ITALIAN BAN ON EVE OF PRIME 
MINISTER'S JULY VISIT TO WASHINGTON. REACTIONS OF MALFATTI AND 

LA ROCCA IMPLICITLY CONFIRMED THAT BAN HAD BEEN DECIDED FOR 
1977-78 AND INDICATED THAT RAMIFICATONS OF DECISION HAD 
NOT BEEN CAREFULLY THOUGHT THROUGH, ESPECIALLY WITH RESPECT 
TO POSSIBLE IMPACT ON U.S. STUDENTS AND ITALO-AMERICAN 
CULTURAL RELATIONS. MALFATTI AND LA ROCCA SAID THAT ISSUE WOULD 
BE RE-EXAMINED IN THE LIGHT OF AMBASSADOR S OBSERVATIONS. 

2. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE REPRESENTATION TO FOREIGN MINISTRY SHOULD 
BE MADE, PER REFTEL.GARDNER 
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